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some special claim upon her. I hope Bihar will not deny me
that claim. I expect you all to explain the thing I have said to
men of the villages. The villagers are not likely to understand
these things, but you who live in towns have wider experience
of the world. So it is your duty to make these things intelligible
to the villagers. Three things are vital to this movement for
swaraj, without the fulfilment of which we can never hope to
make any headway in our struggle. First, there must be absolute
Hindu-Muslim unity. There must be a feeling of brotherliness
amongst the Hindus and Mussulmans. This is the first condition
of the success of this swaraj movement. Secondly, this peaceful
and non-violent movement must always be kept peaceful and non-
violent. It is easy for a man who bestows even the least thought
on the subject to realize that we shall never succeed by violence.
If we draw the sword, that will be simply to our own undoing,
if only because we do not possess the modern implements of war-
fare such as aeroplanes, etc. So you must under no circumstance
disturb the peace. We must observe peace with English and
among ourselves, co-operators and non-co-operators, zamindars
and ryots, in thought, word and deed. And thirdly we must
immediately boycott all foreign cloth and manufacture for our
needs in our own homes and villages. Then we attain the power
to achieve the three ends.

Young India, 8-9-1921

33.   SPEECH AT HARISH PARK, CALCUTTA
September 5, 1921
. . . Mr. Gandhi said that some months ago when he came to Calcutta
for the purpose of collecting money for the Tilak Swaraj Fund he said that the
required sum should be realized before 30th of June last and he was pleased
to hear that that mission was successful. This time the Mahatma wanted a
complete boycott of foreign goods before the 30th of September. Swadeshi
was in full swing in all other provinces and the Mahatma wanted to have
an assurance from the brothers and sisters of Bengal whether they would
be able to help him in his new mission. -The Mahatma expressed his regret
at the weak response of Bengal as it lagged behind all other provinces in this
respect. He knew that Bengalis were intellectually strong and ahead of other
provinces but he failed to understand why she was backward in this noble
cause. It was Bengalis who first initiated the swadeshi cult in Bengal and it
was in Bengal that fine hand-spun clothes could be produced in former times